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Utah Governor Jon Huntsman Thursday signed a bill that allows Rocky Mountain 
Power to get a waiver to a requirement that it puts all major power plant 
purchases out to bid, documents showed.  

RMP, a MidAmerican Energy Holdings subsidiary, sought the bill after it lost out 
on a chance to buy an unregulated power plant in southern Nevada that was 
auctioned off in 2006. The plant's owners were unwilling to wait for the utility to 
go through a lengthy procurement process as currently required.  

S.B. 235 allows RMP to ask the Utah Public Service Committee for an 
emergency waiver from the procurement process. The bill's sponsor, Senator 
Gregory Bell, a Republican, helped draft 2005 legislation that created Utah's 
current rules for buying power plants over 100 MW.  

That bill grew out of concerns that the utility was selecting itself or affiliates to 
build power plants rather than selecting third parties.  

Under S.B. 235, which takes effect immediately, RMP can ask the PSC for a 21-
day emergency waiver, with comment from stakeholders, to the procurement 
process. An independent evaluator would be able to help the commission weigh 
any emergency requests.  

 


